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The Rambam elaborates on this function of the sounding of
the Shofar by saying that the Shofar’s message is to awaken the
sleepers and shake them out of their slumber — their preoccupation
with the vanities of the world, in order that they may turn their
attention to the serious aspects and true values in life, which are
related to man’s real purpose and destiny.

In this connection, it is well to bear in mind that the Shofar
is sounded repeatedly day after day. It is not sufficient that the
Shofar was sounded once, or twice, or even three times; it must be
sounded again and again. This detail of the said Minhag also
contains a profound message relating to our duty to our fellow-Jew.
For when we see that our sounding of the Shofar once and twice,
or even three times, has not stirred our fellow-Jew, who continues
his slumber as before, we should not be discouraged, nor should
we give him up as a lost cause. We must continue our efforts, being
certain that if we do so, he is bound to stir and wake up.

There is a further message. He who has been aroused by the
first sounding of the Shofar should not delude himself in thinking
that the Shofar may now be put away and silenced insofar as he is
concerned. On the contrary, if the first sound of the Shofar was so
effective, the second sounding will likewise be effective in
stimulating him further along the road of Torah and Mitzvoth, and
so the third, and fourth, etc.

As a matter of fact, the sounding of the Shofar is a “must”
also for the Tzaddikim Gemurim (the perfectly righteous). For in
matters of goodness and holiness there is no limit, since they
emanate from G-d the Infinite. Indeed, the more knowledge one
gains, and the more one advances, in Torah and Mitzvoth, the
more one realizes how much one has yet to learn, and how great
is the distance yet to be covered.

May we all heed the call of the Shofar and be roused by its
meaningful message in every aspect of our daily life.

With blessing
/Signed/ Menachem Schneerson
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By the Grace of G-d
Rosh Chodesh Elul, 5725
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Greeting and Blessing:

It is a universal Jewish Minhag (custom) — and a Jewish
Minhag is an integral part of the Torah — that the Shofar is sounded
after the Morning Prayer throughout the month of Elul (excepting
Shabbos and Erev Rosh Hashonah). The significance of the
sounding of the Shofar is in that it is an “alert”, as it is written,
“Will the Shofar be sounded in the city and the people tremble
not?” (Amos 3:6).
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By the Grace of G-d

Greeting and Blessing:

This is to acknowledge your letter of ... which, in part, is answered in
the enclosed copy of my Elul message.

Hoping to hear good news from you, and wishing you a Kesivo
V'Chasimo Tovo

With blessing.
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